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WHY HAVE ALL the tributes that have been paid by the
mighty to the memory of Jawaharlal Nehru been so inade-
quate? No man did more to earn the classic funeral oratory
that his death has occasioned. But it was not the mighty for
whom Nehru stood throughout his life, and they cannot now
articulate the acute sense of loss felt by millions of little people
in every continent for whom the hardest thing to bear is the
knowledge that his voice has been stilled.

Above all Nehru was a man who understood his fellow
creatures: knew our anxieties, weaknesses and aspirations, and
when he spoke he spoke for us all. Even when he and Gandhi
were voicing the national demand of the Indians for indepen-
dence they were also speaking to, and for, a large audience in
Britain. They really believed in, found and used the best that
was in us as an instrument to get the best for their own people*
That is the secret of the miraculous combination of victory
and reconciliation that they achieved. It had nothing to do
with the ingenious formula that substituted the phrase "Head
of the Commonwealth" for "Empress of India" as a subsidiary
title belonging to a British monarch.

It is sometimes said that Britain liberated India. In fact the
very reverse is the truth. Gandhi and Nehru liberated us. By
winning their freedom, they freed us from the ignorance and
prejudice that lay behind the myth of Britain's imperial
destiny. When we now meditate on the quality of Nehru's own
leadership, it is embarrassing to remember that as recently as
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